[A survey on epidemiologic ethics and research].
In April 1997, 126 of 163 employees (77%) in the Laboratory of Epidemiology and Biostatistics of the Istituto Superiore di Sanità answered 11 questions of an ethical nature, regarding the relationship between scientist and human subject of experimental research. The possible answers were: "yes", "no", "maybe", "depends", "don't know". The unexpected variability of the answers provided by a rather homogeneous group showed how different interpretations and personal points of view may highlight different aspects of an ethical problem.